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difficulties In the disturbed state of Europe t [ it was urgently
necessary that the country should be placed in a proper state
of defence; but all military requirements had been ignored
by Cosimo's cloister-trained Ministers of State, and no money
for this purpose was forthcoming Vast sums weie sqinn-
dered on religious ceremonies, votive offerings, the foundation
of convents, and similar objects, while gold was lavishly
poured forth on the crowd of monkish satellites \\ho sur-
rounded Cosimo and his mother, and on the spies who in-
fested every family circle; and this moidinale expenditure
on such purposes while the military defences of the country
were allowed to go to ruin caused general exasperation.
Public opinion loudly complained of this insane policy, and
was led by Prince Ferdinand, who openly condemned his
father's conduct, and was backed by public applause which
kept Cosimo in continual fear of a revolution.

In 1691 the Princess Anna Maria Ludovica, then twenty-
four, the only one of his three children for whom Cosimo had
any affection, was married to William, Elector Palatine. At
the same time Cosimo was granted by the Emperor the title
of "Royal Highness." 15 But the condition of the country
allowed him small opportunity for satisfaction at Ihcs3 new
honours. The people rose and surrounded the Royal Palace
clamouring for bread; the provinces were almost depopulated;
and savage bands of marauders roamed over the country in
search of a livelihood unobtainable by any other means.
Tuscany appeared to be sinking into general anarchy. For-
tunately, however, in 1693 the Grand Duchess Vittoria, who
had for nearly sixty years been the constant cause of discord
to the family and ruin to the country, died at Pisa at the age
of seventy-two,10 and this, by removing the chief influence
which had led Cosimo into methods which made all satis-
factory government impossible, produced some amelioration
in the conditions from which the country was suffering.